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Introduction

The residences at 701-703 East 13th Street and 1205 South Walnut Street were historic homes with 
a shared history due to their being located adjacent to each other on the same block in Georgetown, 
Texas, and owned at one time by the same family.

Albert H. Glasscock, the middle son of Georgetown founder George Washington Glasscock, sold 39.36 
acres out of his 500 acre inheritance from his father to brothers Dudley H. Snyder (https://tshaonline.
org/handbook/online/articles/fsn08) and John Wesley Snyder (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_
Wesley_Snyder_(Texas) on Jan. 11, 1884. The Snyders then formed the Snyder Addition to the City of 
Georgetown, which was platted in 1890 per Texas Historical Commission records. The Snyder brothers 
sold Block No. 1 of their platted addition to John C. Roberts in a deed dated September 20, 1883, 
although the deed selling the nearly 40 acres to the Snyders from A. H. Glasscock is dated January 
11, 1884. Glasscock signed the deed from Abilene, Texas, which may be why the sale to the Snyder 
brothers was fi nalized after they sold Block No. 1 - the sale may have already been arranged but the 
legal documents not yet signed. Albert’s brother Andrew J. Glasscock had sold several hundred acres 
to the Snyder brothers in 1879. Block No. 1 of Snyder’s Addition became the second location of the 
house at 703 East 13th Street, which was moved from the corner of S. College Street and University 
Avenue, and the only location of 1205 South Walnut Street.

The duplex addressed at 701-703 East 13th Street began as a house at 601 East University Avenue. It 
is visible on the 1916 Sanborn Insurance Map of Georgetown, and while not mentioned in deed records 
for the property, the values and timing of the sales of that parcel of land indicate that it was built by L. 
C. Hodges and his wife in either 1911 or 1912. The Georgetown Historic Resource Surveys do not note 
it as being of any particular style or infl uence, and no photos of it were included in the 1985 survey. The 
Hodges sold it to S. S. Martin in 1913, and the house stayed in the family for nearly 30 years, until John 
R. Martin sold it to L. N. Richardson in 1942. In 1958, Dr. Hobson Martin sold the house to Gus Arlie and 
Bessie Louise Steenken, the owners of long-time Georgetown pharmacy Gus’s Drug. Per the Gus’s 
Drug website (https://www.gusdrug.com/about-us/history):

“Gus’s Drug began in November 1955 when Gus and Bess Steenken moved from 
Taylor, TX and purchased Cunningham Drug. Together they built a drug store known for 
its customer service and delicious snack bar — Gus’s Drug became a gathering place 
for the local residents. In 1967, Gene Jacob, RPh, joined Gus and Bess at Gus’s Drug. 
Between 1972 and 1975, Gus and Gene established Centex Pharmacies Corporation 
which paved the way for more than nine stores throughout Central Texas including 
Gus’s Drug on University Avenue in Georgetown, Texas. They also welcomed Jack 
Adkins, RPh, as a third partner to Corporation as the business continued to grow.

“In 1972, Gus’s Drug moved one block east to its current day location at 702 East 
University. Due to the location change Gus’s Drug lost the beloved snack bar, but the 
increased fl oor space enabled the pharmacy to expand the inventory to meet the needs 
of the growing population of Georgetown. In the spring of 2014, Mark and Amanda 
Bradley were thrilled to fi nd an opportunity to build upon a legacy that has been 
established over 50 years; after tying loose ends in the DFW area and relocating to 
Georgetown, they took over the business and enjoy serving the Georgetown community 
with the best possible customer service. Gus’s Drug aims to provide compassionate 
service one patient at a time.”
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Introduction (Continued)

The Steenkens sold the lot at 601 University Avenue to H.R. Gaddy, Jr. and Douglas M. Benold in 
December 1963, after they bought the southwest corner of Block No. 1 Snyder’s Addition in May 1962. 
Gaddy and Benold not wanting the house (they had plans to expand the hospital next door, directly 
to the east on University Avenue), the Steenkens relocated it to the property they had just purchased, 
setting it at 703 East 13th Street. They lived there a short time, buying the house at 516 East University 
Avenue in November 1963. After they moved, they divided the house into a duplex and kept it in the 
family as a rental property until the house was demolished in 2019 and the lot sold.

The house addressed at 1205 South Walnut Street was built by Katharine C. Hudson, presumably in 
1929. She had purchased the property as a recent widow in 1916 from the Sweet family, who had lived 
in a house on the property facing University Avenue. That house had a servant’s quarters and a few 
outbuildings behind it according to the 1916 Sanborn Insurance Map. The 1925 Sanborn map shows 
two houses had been built on either side of that house, but the south half of the lot was vacant other 
than the building that had likely been the servant’s quarters. Hudson may have had the house facing S. 
Walnut Street built in 1929, as she took out a loan from A. C. Brady for $3,500 in October 1928, which 
is noted as being “...in part payment for certain improvements placed upon a part of Block 1, of the 
Snyder Addition to the City of Georgetown...” The house is visible along with other houses on the block 
in photos taken from an airplane around late fall 1934. Hudson sold the house to C. H. Johnson in 1936, 
who sold it to Ida Wheeler in 1941. The executor of Wheeler’s Estate, Ida Birch, sold it to H.C. Carothers 
in 1959, and Carothers sold it to the Steenkens in 1962. The lot contained the southwest corner upon 
which the Steenkens moved their house from University Avenue. The Steenkens did not live in this 
house, but kept it in the family as a rental property until the house was demolished in 2019 and the lot 
sold. 

Block No. 1 of Snyder’s Addition, although it was divided and developed into several properties after 
the Snyder brothers fi rst sold it to John C. Roberts in 1883, had long-term owners of a large portion of 
the block in the 20th century, including Katharine C. Hudson and Gus and Bessie Steenken, who both 
owned multiple parcels on the block. The Steenkens were the fi rst to bring a commercial development 
to the block in 1972 when they relocated Gus’s Drug one block east to its then new location, which 
continues to serve the neighborhood and the Georgetown community today.

The house at 701-703 East 13th Street in its original location on East University Avenue, late 1950s.



Page | 5

703 E. 13th Street & 1205 S. Walnut Street 

Location Map

The properties at 703 East 13th Street and 1205 South Walnut Street are located at the northeast corner 
of the intersection of East 13th and South Walnut Streets, directly behind Gus’s Drug.

Above: Satellite image with the 
703 East 13th Street (bottom) 
and 1205 South Walnut Street 
(top) parcels outlined. The
parcels are both approximately
0.15 acres, 55 feet wide 
and 120 feet deep.
Source: Williamson County 
Central Appraisal District

Right: Google Aerial Map
from 2019 showing a
closer view of the houses, 
which were situated closely 
together on the southwest 
corner of Block No. 1 of 
Snyder’s Addition.
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Property Information Sheet

Address/Location: 703 East 13th Street & 1205 South Walnut Street, Georgetown, Texas 78626

Historic Context: The houses were situated on Block Number One of Snyder’s Addition to the City 
of Georgetown, on the northeast corner of S. Walnut Street and E. 13th Street (formerly Palmetto 
Street). In 1916 a large house was situated on the northwest part of the Block, and outbuildings for the 
house were situated on the southwest corner, where 703 E. 13th Street was located. Two more houses 
were added to the block facing University Avenue by 1925, and by 1934 the house at 1205 S. Walnut 
had been built. The house at 703 E. 13th was moved from 601 University Avenue (NE corner of the 
intersection of University Avenue and S. College Street) by Gus and Bessie Steenken after they bought 
the property from H. C. Carothers in 1962. It was likely built by L. C. Hodges and his wife in 1911 or 1912, 
as they bought the property for $1,200 in January 1911 and sold it for $2,000 in April 1913.

Estimated Construction Year:  1911-1912 (703 E. 13th Street) 
     1929 (1205 S. Walnut Street)

Architect/Builder: Unknown

Association with Notable Persons:  Katharine C. Hudson was newly widowed in 1916 when 
she bought the west half of Block No. 1 of Snyder’s Addition from the Sweet family. The property had 
only one house on it at the time, but by 1925 there were two additional houses on the property facing 
University Avenue. She took out a loan for improvements in October 1928 for $3,500, presumably at 
least in part to build the house at 1205 S. Walnut Street. 

Gus Steenken and his wife Bessie moved to Georgetown from Taylor when they purchased the drug 
store in 1955 that became Gus’s Drug at 702 E. University Avenue. Gus graduated from the Pharmacy 
School at the University of Texas at Austin in 1952, and the Steenkens became prominent members of 
the Georgetown community. They purchased a home near the pharmacy at 601 University Avenue in 
1958, and moved the house to 703 E. 13th Street when H. R. Gaddy and Douglas M. Benold bought that 
lot in 1963. They lived in the relocated house briefl y, then converted it to a duplex and kept it as a rental 
property.

Historic Signifi cance/Features: The houses that were demolished in 2019 were not signifi cant in 
or of themselves, nor did they have signifi cant features, but were rather modest residences that had 
been adapted over time and used as rental property for the last few decades.

Ownership: Please see Appendix F for the deed history of the property. The parcels of land have been 
owned by the following: 

• George W. Glasscock
• Albert H. Glasscock (1870)
• Dudley H. and John W. Snyder (1884)
• John C. Roberts (1883)
• J. T. Jackson (1884)
• A. S. Fisher (1887)
• M. Harrel and J. W. Whittle (1887)
• Enzy Taylor (1887)
• W. H. Walton (1888)
• W. W. Dimmitt (1892)

• George Irvine (1892) 
• R. T. Cooper (1894)
• Robert A. John (1896)
• E. M. Sweet (1903)
• Katharine C. Hudson (1916)
• C. H. Johnson (1936)
• Ida Wheeler (1941)
• H. C. Carothers (1959)
• Gus A. Steenken (1962)
• The Steenken Family Partnership (1989)
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1916 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map of the City of Georgetown

The Sanborn Map Company produced maps of cities across the United States beginning in 1866 that 
showed commercial and residential structures and provided footprints, dimensions and building use 
details for fi re risk assessment. The University of Texas at Austin houses a complete collection of the 
maps for Texas, and some maps of the City of Georgetown are available at http://legacy.lib.utexas.
edu/maps/sanborn/g.html. The most recent map of Georgetown currently available online through the 
Perry-Castañeda Library Map Collection is the 1916 map, which details the central part of the city. The 
parcel owned by the Sweet family and sold to Katharine C. Hudson that year is detailed in Section 6 of 
the map. The University of Texas at Austin provides viewing access to the non-digitized maps database 
to faculty, students and registered visitors to the Perry-Castañeda Library. The 1910 Sanborn map does 
not show detail for the properties on Block No. 1 of Snyder’s Addition.

Block No. 1 of Snyder’s Addition is detailed in Section 6 of the 1916 Sanborn Map, on the next page.
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1916 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map of the City of Georgetown (Continued)

Block No.1 of Snyder’s Addition, which is on the northeast corner of the intersection of S. Walnut 
Street and E. 13th Street (formerly Palmetto), had a large house facing University Avenue in a location 
approximately where Gus’s Drug is located now and another, smaller house on the northeast corner 
of the lot. The back part of the lot, on which were later moved the house at 703 E. 13th Street and built 
the house at 1205 S. Walnut Street, had a servant’s quarters and some out buildings. The house, which 
was likely the residence of the Sweet family, was not mentioned in the deed records. The Sweets sold 
the property to Katharine C. Hudson in 1916 and per an affi  davit sworn in 1936 by longtime Georgetown 
residents Jno. D. Hudson and Miss Estelle Byrom, the family moved from Georgetown on June 27, 
1916. The large house may have been built by the Sweets, or by the previous owners, Robert A. John 
and wife Maggie, who bought the property in 1896 and sold it in 1903 for double what they paid (see 
Appendix F). The house that was moved to 703 E. 13th Street can be seen at the northeast corner of S. 
College Street and E. University Avenue, across from “The Fitting School”, what is now the Georgetown 
ISD Administration Hammerlun Center for Leadership and Learning.
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1925 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map of the City of Georgetown

Digitized Sanborn maps of Georgetown for the years following 1916 are diffi  cult to come by. Photos 
of the 1925 maps are included in Volume II of the slide collection from the 1985 Georgetown Historic 
Resources Survey at the Georgetown Public Library. While diffi  cult to see, the map shows the house 
that was moved to 703 E. 13th Street in its original location on the northeast corner of S. College Street 
and E. University Avenue. The house at 1205 S. Walnut had not been built by 1925, but two houses 
facing University Avenue were built between 1916 and 1925, when Katharine C. Hudson owned the 
property, and the outbuildings at the back of the lot except for the servant’s quarters appear to have 
been removed, leaving the south half of Block No. 1 vacant.
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Southwestern University Special Collections Photos

The former Georgetown High School campus can be seen facing University Avenue toward the top of 
the photo, with S. College Street running along the east side of the campus. Directly east across S. 
College Street from the school and facing University Avenue is the single-story house that was moved 
to 703 E. 13th Street about three decades after this photo was taken. Across University Avenue from 
the house and still near the top left of the photo is a vacant lot facing University Avenue, with S. Walnut 
Street running along the east side of that vacant lot. Across S. Walnut Street from that lot sits a little 
white house, facing S. Walnut, which remained there until it was demolished in 2019. It was likely built by 
Katharine C. Hudson in 1929, approximately fi ve years before this photo was taken. 

The Special Collections at Southwestern University Library house a collection of aerial photos that were 

taken of the University campus and parts of Georgetown. The exact date of the photographs is unknown, 

but has been estimated between 1931 and 1935 based on the identifi able buildings present and not 

present in the photographs. Vandalism on one of the buildings at Southwestern University reading “FISH 

38” and the football game on the fi eld at the University, in addition to the mostly bare trees, suggests the 

photos were taken late in the fall of 1934.
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Southwestern University Special Collections Photos (Continued)

The house that was moved to 703 E. 13th Street can be seen directly east of the southeast corner of the 
high school property, at the northeast corner of the intersection of S. College Street and E. University 
Avenue. It was painted a dark color in 1934, a contrast to the bright white from at least the 1950s on. 
Based on Williamson County deed records, the house was likely built by L. C. Hodges and his wife 
around 1912. They purchased the property in 1911 for $1,200 from George B. and Annie M. Keahey (Vol. 
144 Pg. 168), who had bought it from Amos W. Moore for the same amount (Vol. 129 Pg. 551), who had 
bought it from the Barrons (Vol. 129 Pg. 410) that same year. The Hodges sold the property for $2,000 
in 1913 to S. S. Martin (Vol. 155 Pg. 125), and Martin’s heir, John R. Martin, sold it to L. N. Richardson in 
1942 (Vol. 312 Pg. 583). It was next sold to Gus and Bessie Steenken in 1958 by Dr. Hobson Martin, he 
being the executor of Mary Susan Martin Richardson’s estate (Vol. 422 Pg. 600).

View from an airplane looking north across University Avenue toward the Old Georgetown High School.
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Southwestern University Special Collections Photos (Continued)

(Top) A closer view of the house at the corner of S. College Street and E. University Avenue, just above 
and left of the shadow of the airplane from which the photo was taken, as well as the back of the house 
that was situated just north of the house at 1205 S. Walnut Street, which was later replaced by Gus’s 
Drug. (Bottom) Little detail is visible in this view toward the east, but the houses can be seen in their 
1934 context in the area circled.

View from an airplane looking north across University Avenue.

View from an airplane looking east toward Southwestern University.
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2018 Photos of 701-703 East 13th Street

View of the south side of 701-703 E. 13th Street from E. 13th Street.

View of the west side of 701-703 E. 13th Street from S. Walnut Street.
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2018 Photos of 701-703 East 13th Street

View of the east side of 701-703 E. 13th Street from the yard.

View of the north side of 701-703 E. 13th Street from the back yard.
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Appendix A: 1985 Georgetown Historic Resources Survey
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Appendix A: 1985 Georgetown Historic Resources Survey
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Appendix A: 1985 Georgetown Historic Resources Survey
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Appendix A: 1985 Georgetown Historic Resources Survey



Page | 21

703 E. 13th Street & 1205 S. Walnut Street 

Appendix B: 2016 Historic Resources Survey Entry



TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION

Properties Documented with the THC Form in 2007 and/or 1984 That Have Not Changed Preservation Priority

SECTION 1
Basic Inventory Information
Property Type:

Plan*

Stylistic Influence(s)*

General Notes:

Priority:

2007 Survey
1984 Survey

2016 Survey
Explain:



TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION

Properties Documented with the THC Form in 2007 and/or 1984 That Have Not Changed Preservation Priority

Additional Photos

NorthPhoto Direction

WestPhoto Direction
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Properties Documented with the THC Form in 2007 and/or 1984 That Have Not Changed Preservation Priority

SECTION 1
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Plan*
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General Notes:

Priority:
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1984 Survey
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Explain:
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Properties Documented with the THC Form in 2007 and/or 1984 That Have Not Changed Preservation Priority
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Appendix C: 2017 Google Street View Images
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Appendix C: 2017 Google Street View Images
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Appendix C: 2017 Google Street View Images
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Appendix C: 2017 Google Street View Images
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Appendix C: 2017 Google Street View Images
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Appendix C: 2017 Google Street View Images
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Appendix C: 2017 Google Street View Images
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Appendix C: 2017 Google Street View Images
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Appendix C: 2017 Google Street View Images
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Appendix D: 2011 Google Street View Images
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Appendix D: 2011 Google Street View Images
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Appendix E: Bessie L. Steenken Obituary
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In 1884 Albert Horton Glasscock, second son of George Washington Glasscock, sold 39.36 acres that 
were part of his inheritance from his father (valued at $1,000 at the time of his inheritance) to brothers 
Dudley Hiram and John Wesley Snyder for the sum of $3,936.00. The Snyder brothers platted the land 
in 1890 to create the Snyders Addition to the City of Georgetown, and Block 1 of the Snyders Addition is 
the location of the properties documented here.

In 1883 D. H. and J. W. Snyder sold Block Number One in Snyders Addition, being 240 (feet) square 
and bounded on the north by University Avenue, to J. C. Roberts for the sum of $800.00. Per the dates 
on this deed and the land deed previous, there is a discrepancy in the timing, and the land was not 
platted by the Snyders until 1890 per the Texas Historical Commission. The Snyder brothers purchased 
about 765 acres of land from A. H. Glasscock’s younger brother Andrew Jackson Glasscock in 1879 for 
the sum of $1,000.00, but that land purchase does not match up with the size or value of the land that 
was platted for the Snyder’s Addition. 

In 1884 John C. Roberts and wife Malinda J. Roberts sold 240 feet square (Block No. 1) in Snyders 
Addition bounded on the north by University Avenue for $1,000.00 to J. T. Jackson. 

In 1887 J. T. Jackson and wife Mattie E. Jackson sold Block One in Snyders Addition, being 240 feet 
square and bounded on the north by University Avenue, for $2,800.00 to A. S. Fisher.

In 1887 A. S. Fisher sold the property that had been described in a deed from Snyder to Roberts, Block 
One in Snyders Addition, being 240 feet square and bounded on the north by University Avenue, for 
$2,800.00 to M. Harrel and J. W. Whittle.

In 1887 J. W. Whittle and M. Harrel sold Block Number One in Snyders Addition, the same block of land 
conveyed to them by A. S. Fisher and conveyed to Fisher by J. T. Jackson and wife and conveyed by D. 
H. Snyder to Roberts, for $5,265 to Enzy Taylor.

In 1888 Enzy Taylor sold Block Number One in Snyders Addition, being 240 feet square and bounded 
on the north by University Avenue being the same block of land conveyed to him by Whittle and Harrel 
and to them by A. S. Fisher and to Fisher by T. J. Jackson and wife and by D. H. Snyder to Roberts, for 
$5,892.50 to W. H. Walton.

In 1892 W. H. Walton and wife L. J. Walton sold Block Number One in Snyders Addition, said block being 
240 feet square and bounded on the north by University Avenue being the same block of land conveyed 
to Enzy Taylor by Whittle and Harrel and to them by A. S. Fisher, for what appears to have been 
$1,225.00 to W. W. Dimmitt. W. H. Walton released W. W. Dimmitt from the $425.00 note on December 
24, 1892.

In 1892 on the same day that W. H. Walton released the lien for W. W. Dimmitt, Dimmitt sold Block 
Number One in Snyders Addition, being 240 feet square and bounded on the north by University 
Avenue being the same land conveyed to Enzy Taylor by Whittle & Harrel and to them by A. S. Fisher for 
$1,200.00 to George Irvine.
 
In 1894 George Irvine sold Block Number One in Snyders Addition, being 240 feet square and bounded 
on the north by University Avenue being the same block of land conveyed to Enzy Taylor by Whittle & 
Harrel and to them by A. S. Fisher, for $1,650.00 R. T. Cooper.



Page | 39

703 E. 13th Street & 1205 S. Walnut Street 

Appendix F: Deed History Narrative (Continued)

In 1896 R. T. Cooper sold Block Number One in Snyder Addition being 240 feet square and fronting 240 
feet on University Avenue for $1,400.00 to Robert A. John.

In 1903 Robert A. John and wife Maggie John sold the West one-half (1/2) of Block No. One in the 
Snyder Addition, said one-half block fronting 120 feet on University Avenue and running back 240 feet, 
for $2,815.00 to E. M. Sweet. In 1907 E. M. Sweet bought the other half of the block from W. R. McElroy 
for $275.00.

In 1916 E. M. Sweet and his heirs (the surviving heirs of his wife, Cornelia A. Sweet) sold the West one-
half (1/2) of Block Numbered One in the Snyder Addition, said one-half block fronting one hundred and 
twenty (120) feet on University Avenue and running back two hundred and forty (240) feet, also two lots 
being two lots out of Block Numbered One of the Snyder Addition to the City of Georgetown beginning 
60 feet from the north east corner of said block; thence south two hundred and forty feet to a street; 
thence west sixty feet; thence north two hundred and forty feet to University Avenue; thence east sixty 
feet to the place of beginning, for $$2,450.00 to Katharine Hudson. Later that year Hudson sold the 60 
feet by 240 feet portion to G. E. Halden for $500.00. In 1921 a correction to the deed for the sale from 
the Sweet family members Carrie Smith and husband Aaron Smith for $1.00 to Katharine Hudson was 
recorded, although the nature of the correction is not clear.

In 1922 Katharine C. Hudson sold a lot of land 120 feet north and south and 55 feet east and west out of 
the north west corner of Block No. 1 of Snyder’s Addition with the understanding that the grantee, her 
heirs and assigns should not erect a residence upon said lot which shall be closer than 10 feet to the 
east line of said lot, for $600.00 to Mary Robertson. 

In 1929 A. C. Brady sold a promissory note to Georgetown Building and Loan Association for $3,500.00 
that was dated October 26th, 1928 and executed by Katharine C. Hudson, for improvements placed 
upon a part of Block 1 of the Snyder Addition. The extent of the improvements was not clear.

In 1936 Katharine C. Hudson sold a lot out of the south west part of Block No. 1 of Snyder’s Addition, 
described as beginning at the S W corner of Block No. 1 of Snyder’s Addition, thence north 110 feet 
to a point in the west line of said Block which is 10 feet south of the S W corner of a lot conveyed to 
Mary Robertson on May 22, 1922, thence east parallel to the south line of Block 1 and 10 feet from 
Mary Robertson’s south line, 120 feet to point in the east line of Hudson’s property, thence south 
with her east line 110 feet to the south line of said Block, thence west with south line of said Block 120 
feet to the place of beginning. It was expressly agreed and understood that the strip of land ten feet 
wide, extending along the north side of the above described property from the west line of said Block 
eastward for a distance of 55 feet to the S E corner of Mary Robertson’s lot should be left open for 
the joint use of the owners of the herein conveyed lot and of her remaining property in the West half 
of Block 1 as an alley or passageway from the street to her property, and the right to joint use of same 
for said purpose was thereby conveyed. The property was sold for $1,200.00 to C. H. Johnson and 
wife Hanna Johnson. There seems to have been some question about Katharine Hudson’s ownership 
of the property, as in that same year Jno. D. Hudson and Estella Byrom, being long-time residents of 
Georgetown and being acquainted with both the Sweet family and Mrs. Hudson, swore an affi  davit as to 
the validity of Mrs. Hudson’s purchase of the property from the Sweet family.

In 1941 C. H. Johnson, who was then a single man, sold a lot out of the south west part of Block No. 1 
of Snyder’s Addition, described as beginning at the S W corner of Block No. 1 of Snyder’s Addition, 
thence north 110 feet to a point on the west line of said block which is ten feet south of the S W corner 
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of a lot conveyed by Katharine C. Hudson to Mary Robertson in 1922, thence east parallel to the south 
line of Block No. 1 and 10 feet from Mary Robertson’s south line, 120 feet to point in the east line 
of Katharine C. Hudson property, thence west with south line of said Block 120 feet to the place of 
beginning, being the same lot conveyed to C. H. Johnson by Katharine C. Hudson in 1936. The 10’ wide 
strip of land along the north side of the property from the west line eastward 55 feet was to be left open 
for the joint use of the owners as an alley or passageway. The lot was sold for $1,400.00 to Ida Wheeler.
In 1959 the estate of Ida Bell Wheeler was settled in probate court, and the court directed the sale 
of a tract of land described as being out of the South West part of Block No. 1 of Snyder’s Addition, 
beginning at the SW corner of Block No. 1 thence north 110 feet to a point in the west line of said 
block, which is ten feet south of the SW corner of a lot conveyed by Katharine C. Hudson to Mrs. Mary 
Robertson on May 22, 1922, thence East parallel to the South line of Block No. 1, and ten feet from Mrs. 
Mary Robertson’s South line, 120 feet to point in the East line of Katharine C. Hudson property, thence 
South with Katharine C. Hudson East line 110 feet to the South line of said Block No. 1, thence West with 
South line of said Block, 120 feet to the place of beginning and being the same land conveyed by C. H. 
Johnson to Ida Wheeler by deed dated August 13, 1941. Opal Birch, Administratrix of the estate, sold 
the property to H. C. Carothers for the sum of $4,510.00, as was approved by the court.

In 1962 H. C. Carothers and wife Betty Zane Carothers sold the lot they had purchased from Opal Birch 
for $8,503.85 to Gus A. Steenken and his wife Bessie Louise Steenken, who bought the property as an 
investment.

In 1989 Bessie L. Steenken, widow of Gus A. Steenken, conveyed a set of properties to the Steenken 
Family Partnership for $10.00. Included in the conveyance of property as Exhibit J was a lot being out 
of the Southwest part of Block No. 1 of Snyder’s Addition, beginning at the SW corner of Block No. 1 of 
Snyder’s Addition, thence North 110 feet to a point in the West line of said Block, which is ten feet South 
of the SW corner of a lot conveyed by Katharine C. Hudson to Mrs. Mary Robertson in 1922, thence 
East and parallel with the South line of said Block No. 1, and ten feet from Mrs. Mary Robertson’s 
South line, 120 feet, to a point in the East line of the Katharine C. Hudson property, thence South with 
the Katharine C. Hudson East line, 110 feet, to the South line of said Block No. 1, thence West with the 
South line of said Block, 120 feet, to the place of beginning, and being the same land conveyed by Opal 
Birch, Administratrix of the Estate of Ida Bell Wheeler, Deceased, to H. C. Carothers by deed dated 
1959.

In 2019 The Steenken Family Partnership sold certain 0.15 of an acre tract or parcel of land out of Block 
No. 1 of Snyder’s Addition, previously described in Exhibit J in the instrument to the Steenken Family 
Partnership, beginning on the west line of said Block No. 1 and 55 feet north of the intersection of the 
north line of East 13th Street and the east side of Walnut Street and being approximately 110 feet east 
and west and 55 feet north and south, to Chance Leigh Custom Homes, LLC.

In 2019 The Steenken Family Partnership sold certain 0.15 of an acre tract or parcel of land out of Block 
No. 1 of Snyder’s Addition, previously described in Exhibit J in the instrument to the Steenken Family 
Partnership, beginning on the west line of said Block No. 1 at the intersection of the north line of East 
13th Street and the east side of Walnut Street, being the Southwest corner of the Block, and being 
approximately 110 feet east and west and 55 feet north and south, to Fredrickson Builders II, LLC.
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The State of Texas
County of Williamson

Know all Men by these Presents: That We, D. H. & J. W Snyder, of the County of Williamson and State 
aforesaid, for and in consideration of the sum of eight hundred dollars, to us to be paid by J. C. Roberts 
as follows, to wit: $200.00 November 15th 1884 and $300.00 November 15th 1885 and $300.00 
November 15th 1886 to secure the payment of which the said J. C. Roberts has executed and delivered 
to us his three serial promissory notes of even date with this deed payable with interest at ten percent 
per annum to the order of D. H. and J. W. Snyder in one two and three years from November 15th 1883 
one note for $200.00 and two notes for $300.00 each to secure the payment of which said note the 
vendor’s lien on the hereinafter described tract and block of land is hereby expressly reserved, have 
GRANTED, SOLD AND CONVEYED, and by these presents do GRANT, SELL AND CONVEY, unto the said 
J. C. Roberts of the County of Williamson and State of Texas, all that certain Lot Block and Tract of land 
situated in the City of Georgetown in Williamson County in the State of Texas, the same being Block 
number one (No 1) in Snyders Addition to said City of Georgetown, said Block being two hundred and 
forty square bounded on the North by University Avenue.

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the above described premises, together with all and singular the rights and 
appurtenances thereto belonging unto the said J. C. Roberts his heirs and assigns, forever. And we 
do hereby bind ourselves our heirs, executors and administrators, to Warrants and Forever Defend, all 
and singular the said premises unto the said J. C. Roberts his heirs and assigns, against every person 
whomsoever lawfully claiming or to claim the same, or any part thereof. WITNESS, our hands, this 20th 
day of September A.D. 1883.

D. H. Snyder
J. W. Snyder
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The State of Texas
County of Williamson

Know all Men by these Presents: THAT I, A. H. Glasscock of the County of Taylor and State aforesaid, 
for and in consideration of the sum of Three Thousand nine hundred and Thirty six DOLLARS, to me in 
hand paid by D. H. and J. W. Snyder have GRANTED, SOLD AND CONVEYED, and by these presents 
do GRANT, SELL AND CONVEY, unto the said D. H. and J. W. Snyder of the County of Williamson and 
State of Texas, all that certain Tract of land, the same being a part of the Wm Addison League, and more 
particularly described as follows viz, Beginning at the N. E. corner of a 25 acre tract deeded to J. J. Ake 
by G. W. Glasscock Sr. a large stone marked X planted in the ground for the corner, seven feet S 8° W 
from the S. E. corner of S. O. Eidmans Block No of Hughes Addition to Georgetown Thence N 25 6/10 
vrs. Thence N 71° E 93 2/10 vrs to a stone for the beginning corner of the land herein conveyed, Thence 
N 71° E 500 vrs to a stake for corner, Thence S 19° E 399 7/10 vrs to a stake for the N. E. corner of a 40 
acre tract sold by M. E. Steele and Wife to J. T. Coff ee. Thence S 71° W with said N line 601 4/10 vrs to 
the N W corner of the same. Thence N 19° W 245 ½ vrs to the S. W. corner of a lot of 1 ½ acres deeded 
to J N Green by said A. H. Glasscock, Thence East with south line of said lot 94 ½ vrs. Thence North 109 
2/10 vrs Thence West 25 vrs to a corner in the East line of a lot deeded to Mrs N. R. Whitworth by said A. 
H. Glasscock, Thence N 19° W. 73 6/10 vrs to the beginning containing 39 36/100 acres.

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the above described premises, together with all and singular the rights and 
appurtenances thereto belonging unto the said D. H. and J. W. Snyder their heirs and assigns, forever. 
And I do hereby bind myself heirs, executors and administrators, to Warrant and Forever Defend, all and 
singular the said premises unto the said D. H. and J. W. Snyder their heirs and assigns, against every 
person whomsoever lawfully claiming or to claim the same, or any part thereof. WITNESS, my hand at 
Abilene Texas, this Eleventh day of January A.D. 1884.

A. H. Glasscock

Deed History Note: Many historic deeds use the word “varas” or its abbreviations. A “vara” is a
unit of linear measure, formerly used in Latin America and Texas, equal to about 33 inches (84 cm).
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J. C. Roberts & Wife Deed J. T. Jackson

The State of Texas
County of Williamson

Know all men by these presents that we, John C. Roberts and Malinda J. Roberts of the State and 
County aforesaid have this day for and in consideration of ($200.00) Two Hundred Dollars to us paid 
in hand by J. T. Jackson of the said State of Texas and County of Williamson the receipt of which is 
hereby acknowledged and the further sum of ($800.00) Eight Hundred Dollars secures by three certain 
promissory notes made by the said J. T. Jackson Payable to the order of D H. and J. W. Snyder bearing 
interest at the rate of ten per cent per annum from the 20th day of September A. D. 1883. The fi rst note 
for $200.00 to become due November 15th 1884. Second notes for $300.00 Due 15th November 1885 
third note for $300.00 due 15th November 1886 to secure the payment of which notes and the interest 
thereon a Vendors Lien is hereby expressly reserved in the hereinafter described Plat of Land. 

Bargained sold and by these presents conveyed unto the said J. T. Jackson all that certain Lot, Block 
and tract of land situated in the City of Georgetown in Williamson County in the State of Texas, It being 
two hundred and forty feet square (Block No 1) in Snyders addition to the City of Georgetown, Bounded 
on the North by University Avenue To have and to hold the above described premises together with all 
and singular the rights and appurtenances thereto belonging unto the said J. T. Jackson his heirs and 
assigns forever and we do hereby bring ourselves our heirs executors and administrators to warrant 
and forever defend all and singular the paid premises unto the said J. T. Jackson against every person 
whomsoever lawfully claiming or to claim the same or any part thereof. 

Witness our hands on this 11th day of April A D. 1884

John C. Roberts
Malinda J. Roberts
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J. T. & M. E. Jackson Warranty Deed A. S. Fisher

The State of Texas 
County of Williamson

Know all men by these presents that we J. T. Jackson and his wife Mattie E Jackson both of the County 
of Williamson State of Texas, for and in consideration of the sum of Twenty Eight Hundred Dollars to 
us in hand paid by A. S. Fisher of said County & State have bargained sold and conveyed and by these 
presents do bargain sell and convey unto A. S. Fisher all that certain tract of land situated in the town 
of Georgetown Williamson County Texas, more particularly described as follows, to wit: Block one 
in Snyders addition to said City of Georgetown, said block being two hundred and forty feet square 
and bounded on North by University Avenue, To have and to hold the above described premises 
together with all and singular the rights and appurtenances thereto in any wise belonging unto the 
said A. S. Fisher his heirs or assigns forever. And we do hereby bind ourselves our heirs executors 
and administrators to warrant and forever defend all and singular the said premises unto the said A. S. 
Fisher his heirs and assigns against every person whomever lawfully claiming or to claim the same or 
any part thereof.

Witness our hands this the 10th day of Feb 1887

J. T. Jackson
M. E. Jackson
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A. S. Fisher Deed M. Harrel and J. W. Whittle

State of Texas
County of Williamson

Know all men by these presents: that I, A. S. Fisher of the County of Williamson State of Texas, for and 
in consideration of the sum of Twenty Eight Hundred Dollars to me in hand paid by M. Harrel and J. 
W. Whittle and in consideration of their assuming to pay to D. H. Snyder certain notes held by him and 
executed to him by one Roberts secured by a vendors lien on said Block and amounting in principal and 
interest to the sum of about One Thousand and Seventy Dollars, for a better description of which notes 
see deed from said Snyder to Roberts and the notes themselves, Have bargained, sold and conveyed 
and by these presents do bargain, sell and convey unto M. Harrel and J. W. Whittle all that certain tract 
of land situate in the town of Georgetown Williamson County Texas, more particularly described as 
follows, to wit: Block one in Snyders addition to said City of Georgetown, said Block being Two Hundred 
and Forty feet square and bounded on the North by University Avenue, To have and to hold the above 
described premises together with all and singular the rights and appurtenances thereunto in anywise 
belonging unto the said M Harrel and J W. Whittle their heirs or assigns forever, And I do hereby bind 
myself my heirs executors and administrators to warrant and forever defend all and singular the said 
premises unto the said M. Harrel and J. W. Whittle, their heirs and assigns against any and all persons 
whomsoever lawfully claiming or to claim the same or any part thereof. Witness my hand this the 2nd 
day of April 1887.

A. S. Fisher
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The State of Texas
County of Williamson

Know all Men by these Presents: THAT We J W Whittle and M Harrel of the County of Williamson, in 
the State aforesaid, in consideration of Five Thousand Two hundred and Sixty Five DOLLARS, to us in 
hand paid by Enzy Taylor have GRANTED, SOLD AND CONVEYED, and by these presents do GRANT, 
SELL AND CONVEY, unto the said Enzy Taylor of the County of Williamson, in the State of Texas, all 
that certain tract or parcel of land situated in the City of Georgetown in Williamson County Texas Being 
Block No. 1 in Snyders addition to said city said Block being two hundred and forty feet square and 
Bounded on the north by University Avenue being same Block of land conveyed to us by A. S. Fisher 
and conveyed to said Fisher by T. J. Jackson & wife and conveyed by D. H. Snyder to one Roberts
TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the above described premises, together with all and singular the rights and 
appurtenances thereto in anywise belonging unto the said Enzy Taylor his heirs and assigns, forever. 
And we do hereby bind ourselves heirs, executors and administrators, to Warrant and Forever Defend, 
all and singular, the said premises unto the said Enzy Taylor his heirs and assigns, against every person 
whomsoever lawfully claiming or to claim the same or any part thereof. Witness our hands at City of 
Georgetown, this 26th day of Sept A. D. 1887

J. W. Whittle
M. Harrel
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Enzy Taylor To Deed W. H. Walton

The State of Texas
County of Williamson

Know all men by these presents that I Enzy Taylor of the County of Williamson in the State aforesaid 
in consideration of Four Thousand Dollars to me in hand paid by W. H. Walton and the further 
consideration of said Walton assuming the payment of a certain note dated May 31 1887 for $1265.00 
& due Jany 1 1889 & all interest on said note from and after Sept. 26 1887 Said note was executed 
by Whittle & Harrel and payable to A. J. Nelson & secured by a deed trust duly recorded in Williamson 
Co. Texas, And the further consideration of said Walton executing and delivering unto me his note of 
even date herewith for the sum of $627.50 due two years after with interest at 10% per annum payable 
annually to secure the payment of the above mentioned note to me and the one assumed a vendor’s 
lien is hereby retained on the property hereby conveyed: Have granted sold and conveyed and by 
these presents do grant sell and convey unto the said W. H. Walton of the County of Williamson in the 
State of Texas all that certain tract or parcel of land situated in the City of Georgetown in Williamson 
County Texas being Block No. One in Snyders addition to said City said Block being 240 feet square 
and bounded on the north by University Avenue being same Block of land conveyed to me by Whittle 
& Harrel and to them by A. S. Fisher and Fisher by T. J. Jackson & wife and by D. H. Snyder to one 
Roberts.

To have and to hold the above described premises together with all and singular the rights and 
appurtenances thereto in anywise belonging unto the said W. H. Walton his heirs and assigns forever: 
And I do hereby bind myself my heirs executors and administrators to warrant and forever defend all 
and singular the said premises unto the said W. H. Walton his heirs and assigns against every person 
whomsoever lawfully claiming or to claim the same or any part thereof.

Witness my hand at Georgetown Texas this 22 day of June A. D. 1888.

Enzy Taylor
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The State of Texas
County of Williamson

Know all Men by these Presents: That I W. H. Walton and wife L. J. Walton of the County of Williamson 
and State aforesaid, in consideration of Eight Hundred DOLLARS, to us in hand paid by W. W. Dimmitt 
and the further consideration of W. W. Dimmitt executing and delivering to said W. H, Walton his 
promissory note for $425.00 of even date herewith due on or before December 20 1893 bearing 10 per 
cent interest per annum from date and is secure which said promissory note a vendor’s lien is hereby 
retained on the land hereinafter described and conveyed:

have GRANTED, SOLD and CONVEYED, and by these presents do GRANT, SELL and CONVEY, unto the 
said W. W. Dimmitt of the County of Williamson in the State of Texas all that certain tract or parcel of land 
situated in the City of Georgetown in Williamson County Texas being Block No. One in Snyders addition 
to said city said Block being 240 feet square and bounded on the North by University Avenue being 
same block of land conveyed to Enzy Taylor by Whittle & Harrel and to them by A. S. Fisher: 

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the above described premises, together with all and singular the rights and 
appurtenances thereto in anywise belonging unto the said W. W. Dimmitt his heirs and assigns forever, 
And We do hereby bind ourselves our heirs, executors, and administrators, to WARRANT AND FOREVER 
DEFEND, all and singular, the said premises unto the said W. W. Dimmitt his heirs and assigns, against 
every person whomsoever lawfully claiming or to claim the same, or any part thereof.

WITNESS our hands at Georgetown this 20 day of December A. D. 1892

W. H. Walton
Mrs. L. J. Walton
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W. H. Walton to Release W. W. Dimmitt

The State of Texas
County of Williamson

Whereas by deed fi led in the County Clerk’s offi  ce of Williamson County Texas and recorded therein 
W. J. Walton and his wife L. J. Walton conveyed to W. W. Dimmitt Block No. One in Snyders addition 
to the City of Georgetown in Williamson County Texas fully described in said deed to which reference 
is hereby made retaining therein a vendor’s lien securing the payment of a note for four hundred and 
twenty fi ve dollars of even date with said deed due on or before December 20 1893 bearing 10 per cent 
interest per annum from sate and whereas said W. W. Dimmitt has paid said note in full satisfaction of 
said incumbrance Now therefore I, W. H. Walton being the payee owner & holder of said note do hereby 
release the above described property from the vendor’s lien aforesaid: 

Witness my hand this 24 day of December A. D. 1892

W. H. Walton
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The State of Texas
County of Williamson

Know all Men by these Presents: That I, W. W. Dimmitt of the County of Williamson and State aforesaid, 
in consideration of Twelve Hundred DOLLARS, to me in hand paid by George Irvine the receipt whereof 
is hereby acknowledged have GRANTED, SOLD and CONVEYED, and by these presents to GRANT, 
SELL and CONVEY, unto the said George Irvine of the County of Williamson in the State of Texas all that 
certain tract or parcel of land situated in the City of Georgetown in Williamson County Texas being Block 
No. One in Snyders addition to said city said Block being 240 feet square and bounded on the North by 
University Avenue being said block of land conveyed to Enzy Taylor by Whittle & Harrell and to them by 
A. S. Fisher: 

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the above described premises, together with all and singular the rights and 
appurtenances thereto in anywise belonging unto the said George Irvine heirs and assigns forever. And 
I do hereby bind myself my heirs, executors and administrators, to WARRANT AND FOREVER DEFEND, 
all and singular, the said premises unto the said George Irvine his heirs and assigns, against every 
person whomsoever lawfully claiming or to claim the same, or any part thereof.

Witness my hand at Georgetown this 24 day of December A. D. 1892

W. W. Dimmitt
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The State of Texas
County of Williamson

Know all Men by these Presents, that I, Geo Irvine of the County of Williamson in the State aforesaid, 
in consideration of Sixteen Hundred and fi fty DOLLARS, to me in hand paid by R. T. Cooper have 
GRANTED, SOLD AND CONVEYED, and by these presents do GRANT, SELL AND CONVEY unto the said 
R. T. Cooper of the County of Williamson in the State of Texas all that certain tract or parcel of land in 
Williamson Co. Texas being Block No. one in Snyders addition to said City of Georgetown, Texas said 
Block being 240 feet square and bounded on the north by University Avenue being same block of land 
conveyed to Enzy Taylor by Whittle & Harrell and to them by A. S. Fisher.

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the above described premises, together with all and singular the rights and 
appurtenances thereto in anywise belonging, unto the said R. T. Cooper his heirs and assigns, forever. 
And I do hereby bind myself my heirs, executors and administrators, to WARRANT AND FOREVER 
DEFEND all and singular the said premises unto the said R. T. Cooper his heirs and assigns, against 
every person whomsoever lawfully claiming or to claim the same or any part thereof. 

WITNESS my hand at Georgetown this 28 day of Sept. A. D. 1894

Geo. Irvine





Page | 67

703 E. 13th Street & 1205 S. Walnut Street 

Appendix F: 1896 Cooper to John Deed Transcript

The State of Texas
County of Williamson

Know all Men by these Presents, THAT I, R. T. Cooper of the County of Williamson in the State aforesaid, 
in consideration of Fourteen Hundred DOLLARS, to me in hand paid by Robt A. John as follows to wit. 
One hundred and fi fty Dollars cash and his six certain promissory notes the fi rst fi ve being for $200.00 
each of even date herewith and due as follows January 1st 1897 July 1st 1897, January 1st 1898, July 
1st 1898 and January 1st 1899, and the last being for $250.00 due July 1st 1899, each bearing 10% 
interest per annum from date and providing for 10% attys fees, and to secure said notes a vendors lien 
on said premises to hereby specially retained said notes payable to the order of said R. T. Cooper have 
GRANTED, SOLD AND CONVEYED, and by these presents to GRANT, SELL AND CONVEY unto the said 
Robt A John of the County of Williamson in the State of Texas all that certain Tract or parcel of land lying 
in Georgetown Williamson County Texas and being block No One in Snyders addition to said City of 
Georgetown Williamson County being 240 feet square and fronting 240 feet on University Avenue.

To Have and to Hold the above described premises, together with all and singular the rights and 
appurtenances thereto in anywise belonging, unto the said Robt A John his heirs and assigns, forever. 
And I do hereby bind my self heirs, executors and administrators, to Warrant and Forever Defend all 
and singular the said premises unto the said Robt A John his heirs and assigns, against every person 
whomsoever lawfully claiming or to claim the same or any part thereof. 

WITNESS my hand at Georgetown this 15th day of April A. AD. 1896

R. T. Cooper
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