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Introduction

The residence at 1111 East 7th Street in Georgetown, Texas was unbuilt from January 8 to March 
8, 2019, following the provision of a report to the City of Georgetown on the original and existing 
conditions of the house to the extent they could be determined. That document contains site plans, 
fl oor plans, historic photos, current photos, a deed history and information about the occupants of 
the house, as well as an index of digital photos that were provided to the City. That document is titled 
“Historic Structure Documentation: 1111 East 7th Street, Georgetown, Texas” and is dated October 
2018. You can fi nd a PDF of the document at txstewards.com/projects/.

Green Earth Builders of Georgetown, Texas (greenearthbuilders.net/) was engaged to salvage 
the structure, and their craftsmen took it apart by hand, using crowbars, hammers and wedges to 
unbuild the house in the reverse order from which it was built. This process helped to clarify aspects 
of the construction of the house that could not be determined until a century of wall, fl oor and ceiling 
coverings could be removed and the structural elements (and original paint colors) exposed. The 
materials that they reclaimed will be reused in other historic projects in which they will be fully visible 
and able to be valued, rather than hidden from view as they have been for so many decades.

As fi nely crafted as this house was, and as high quality as the materials used to construct it are, taking 
the house apart did not change the determination that it would not have been feasible to save it, or 
to bring it into compliance with modern building codes. The damage to the house from renovations, 
weather and termites would have made stripping the house down to its bones necessary, and once the 
decayed coverings were removed, new construction menthods would not have matched well with the 
balloon-framed heartwood pine house that stood for over a century. The “unbuilding” of the house is 
detailed beginning on page 6 with accompanying photos.

This report serves to document the way the house was built so that its place in Georgetown’s memory 
can be preserved for the future and its materials and construction methods can be remembered for 
their contribution to the city’s history and to the ever-evolving way we live, work and build in Texas.
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Location Map

The property at 1111 East 7th Street is located directly east of the Odd Fellows Cemetary (Georgetown 
I.O.O.F.) and two blocks to the north of Southwestern University. The new lot layout is in the second 
image below, with the outline of the original house and property lines indicated in dashed lines.
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Property Information Sheet

Address/Location: 1111 East 7th Street Georgetown, Texas 78626

Historic Context: Residential street near the Southwestern Univeristy campus and directly east of  
the Georgetown I.O.O.F. Cemetary

Estimated Construction Year: 1906 -1912 (based on Williamson County deed records)

Size: 938 sf 1st Floor, 576 sf 2nd Floor (excludes later additions)

Architect/Builder: Unknown

Association with Notable Persons: 

Southwestern University lists a Marley Giddens as a Southwestern University Pirates Men’s Basketball 
Letter Winner in 1932-1935. He was later Superintendent of Schools for Columbus, Texas. He was the 
son of James and Ollie Giddens.

The 1940 U.S. Census lists James Giddens, 62, and his wife Ollie (Olive) Giddens, 61, as living on East 
7th Street in Georgetown, Texas. Living with them was their daughter Annie Smith, 28 and son-in-law 
Archie C. Smith, 34 and grandsons Shelly (Shelby) Smith, 10, and Stanley Smith, 8. Archie died in 1988 
and Annie died in 1994, and they are both listed as buried in the I.O.O.F. Cemetary.

Historic Signifi cance/Features: Example of folk or vernacular two-story residential type 
“I-House” with porch and balcony at front entrance, wood construction and trim details throughout, 
curved interior stair with railing, “shed” style extension and porch to the rear of the main structure. 

The residence was originally constructed on hand-hewn limestone piers from wood boards with thin, 
uninsulated walls and roof and clad with wood siding. The fl oors are tongue-in-groove wood with wood 
thresholds and the stair risers, treads, handrails and trim are all solid wood. The interior and exterior 
doors are solid wood with steel hinges and latches, none of which are decorative. The front door has 
a small transom above. All doors except closet doors in the original structure are 32” wide and 80” 
tall, the front door is 34” wide and 80” tall and the closet doors are 24” wide and 68” tall. The original 
wood windows have all been replaced with aluminum windows but the wood framing and trim are still 
in place. The two front windows measure 29” wide and 84” tall with the sills at the same height as the 
fl oor and the other windows on the fi rst fl oor of the two-story portion of the residence are 29” wide and 
70” tall. The windows on the second fl oor are 27” wide and 60” tall. First fl oor ceilings are 10’, second 
fl oor ceilings are 8’ (18’-10” above fi rst fl oor). Gas lines and spigots were installed on the fi rst fl oor for 
radiators to heat the house. The house had three brick chimneys at one point, two on either end of the 
main part of the house and one in the back of the rear extension in the kitchen.

Ownership: Please see the Historic Structure Documentation from October 2018  for the deed history 
of the property. The parcel of land that the house was situated upon has been owned by the following: 

• (James) Lee Giddens & Olive Giddens (1913)
• Marley Giddens & Angie (Angelina) Giddens (1966)
• Archie C Smith Estate (Annie Smith) (1966)
• Daniel Zavala Sr (1994)
• San Gabriel Builders LLC (2016)/Conservation Land Development Co (2017)
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Notes from the Unbuilding Process

The asphalt shingles were removed to reveal 4” V-groove wood siding, which was all painted white. The 

wood siding was nailed directly to 1x12 heartwood pine rough-sawn boards (3/4 x 12 on the extension), 

which extended from the fl oor beams to the ceiling joists, even on the two-story portion.The wood siding 

split and cracked when removed and parts were deteriorated to the point that it was not salvageable. 
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Notes from the Unbuilding Process (Continued)

The removal of the wood siding revealed a kitchen window opening that had been closed up for the 

stove/oven and window openings that had been shortened when the original wood window frames were 

replaced with aluminum frames, possibly in 1966, the year that a mechanic’s lein was fi led on the property 

in favor of the J.A. Collins Lumber Co. and released by The First National Bank of Waco in 1971. 
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Notes from the Unbuilding Process (Continued)

The back porch had been fi lled in over time and had some of the most extensive water damage and 

deterioration. It appears that the porch roof and fl oor had been left in place and the bathroom (above) and 

water heater closet (below) had been framed from the outside in with 2x4s, insulation and sheetrock.
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Notes from the Unbuilding Process (Continued)

Under two layers of carpet in the dining room (between the west living room and the kitchen) was a 

surprise - a large linoleum rug that covered most of the fl oor area.You can read a history of these rugs at 

Old House Online - www.oldhouseonline.com/interiors-and-decor/history-of-linoleum-rugs.
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Notes from the Unbuilding Process (Continued)

The pine tongue-and-groove fl oor was stained around and just under the edges of the rug but not 

underneath, and the fl oor stain around the edge of the room has aged from a medium brown (visible 

under the rug edges) to nearly black. This is the same wood fl oor and stain color that is found in the rest 

of the house, including the entrance hall and stairs. They might all have started as the medium brown you 

see in the photo above and darkened over the years.The rug may be from the 1920’s or a little earlier.
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Notes from the Unbuilding Process (Continued)

The dining room walls had been covered with thin wood laminate sheets but were revealed to have 

been painted board and battens with a 4” tongue-in-groove ceiling. The wall boards were the same 3/4 

x 12 pine boards that were used to frame the exterior walls of the extension, and the wall between the 

dining room and kitchen was only a single board in thickness installed after the fl oors and ceilings were 

built. Unlike modern house framing convention, this house relied on the exterior for the structure and 

the interior walls were merely dividing walls.The kitchen was painted the same blue, but smoke from the 

original cooking method seems to have darkened the blue paint in the kitchen considerably. 
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Notes from the Unbuilding Process (Continued)

View of the top of the ceiling boards, the ceiling joists and the north exterior wall of the kitchen (above) 

and the walls and ceiling joists once the north wall of the kitchen was removed (below). The structure was 

dismantled one board at a time in the opposite order from which it was assembled.
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Notes from the Unbuilding Process (Continued)

Contrast in the present-day colors of the wall of the kitchen and wall of the dining room, which were 

painted the same color (above) and the various fi nishes on the back of the house (below). From left below 

are the sheetrock wall of the bathroom with unpainted siding above, white painted siding of the enclosed 

porch and the blue painted boards that are at once the wall of the dining room and exterior of the west 

living room.The condition of the wood above the blue paint (the wall of the attic above the dining room 

and kitchen) indicates that the extension was an original part of the house rather than added on later.
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Notes from the Unbuilding Process (Continued)

The tongue-in-groove heartwood pine fl ooring was nailed directly to the 2x6 pine fl oor joists, The joist 

dimensions are actual 2x6 and not today’s 1½x5½. The joists were nailed to large pine beams that were 

approximately 3½”x 9”, and those rested on the hand-hewn limestone piers, which were set into the 

ground. The structure, while simple, was incredibly strong, and crafted with quality old-growth wood that 

is not available on the market today. The stacked stone infi ll between the stone piers served aesthetic and 

functional purposes and not structural purposes.
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Notes from the Unbuilding Process (Continued)

Surprise! There was a trap door in the fl oor of the kitchen that was not visible until the tongue-in-groove 

fl oor boards were removed one-by-one. It was set between two of the fl oor joists, and constructed with 

the same tongue-in-groove boards, which is how it was so hard to see until a craftsman popped it up. 

Below shows the limestone piers and wood beams that supported the dining room and kitchen extension.
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Notes from the Unbuilding Process (Continued)

The pier and beam foundation for the extension was supplemented with concrete-fi lled cardboard tubes 

that were set under the beam that supported the back edge of the back porch. Weather damage to the 

wood was evident around that beam, but the date of the concrete tubes is unknown. It may have been 

part of the remodel work in 1966. Below is a close-up of the cardboard tube supporting that beam.
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Notes from the Unbuilding Process (Continued)

The main portion of the house was constructed like the extension, including the rafters and ceiling joists. 

It had been assumed that the gable ends would be the full-length 1x12 pine boards, but as it turned out 

the house was balloon framed with all the same height boards and the triangular gable ends were framed 

from smaller dimension lumber. It is hard to believe today that a house could be soundly constructed 

like this, and it is worth noting that the 1x12 lumber served as the second fl oor interior walls and was only 

covered by wood siding on the exterior, which accounts for the thinness of the second fl oor walls.
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Notes from the Unbuilding Process (Continued)

One of the main questions that arose during the initial documentation of the house was whether the house 

originally had a full-length porch along the front. An arial photo in the Southwestern University archives 

from the 1930s was not suffi ciently close or clear enough to be conclusive, so when the siding was 

removed we checked for remnants of a full-length porch or indications that one could have existed. The 

sills of the fi rst fl oor windows on the front of the house were set at fl oor level, which would have allowed 

one to walk through open windows to the porch - not an uncommon feature for the time. Not only does 

it appear that there could have been that full-length, two-story porch, the porch that was there is not 

original. The wood was not as old as the original house, and the nails used to construct it, seen below, 

were galvanized, which is more in line with the timeframe of the 1966 remodel.
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Notes from the Unbuilding Process (Continued)

The weathering and coloration patterns of the wood between the fi rst and second stories indicates that 

a support member may have been set for a porch that spanned the full width of the house and which 

was accessible from the fi rst and second fl oors. Below shows the framing supports for the second fl oor, 

which essentially created a fi rst fl oor framing box within the envelope to support the fl oor joists.
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Notes from the Unbuilding Process (Continued)

Unfortunately, the west end of the house had signifi cant termite damage in the framing members. While 

not all of the lumber in the west wall was affected, even the old pine was not immune to the forces of 

a termite colony, which tunneled through studs, framing members and even some of the foundation 

beams, rendering them structurally unsound and not of use for salvage.
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Notes from the Unbuilding Process (Continued)

While nature is an artist, it is also at times unfriendly to the maintenance of natural building materials. 



Page | 22

1111 East 7th Street - Addendum

Notes from the Unbuilding Process (Continued)

The framing box on the fi rst fl oor that supported the second fl oor was lined on the interior with horitontal 

boards that were later covered with either paint or wallpaper. The wood has been protected from 

weathering for over a century, turning a beautiful color as it aged.
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Notes from the Unbuilding Process (Continued)

Many textures and colors were layered in the house over the years. This photo is of the wall between the 

two doors out to the back porch, with the paint on the left from the foyer and the wallpaper from the east 

living room. The thin dividing line between them was the wall, which was made from two layers of boards.
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Notes from the Unbuilding Process (Continued)

Surprisingly, the same concrete-fi lled tubes that were found supporting the extension were also found 

under the center beam of the house. The limestone pier seated just west of center supported the joint 

in the beams, which were not long enough to span the length of the house as a single piece. There 

were openings on the east and west ends of the house that allowed access to the crawl space, which is 

likely how the concrete and tubes were brought in for foundation reinforcing, which must have been a 

challenging task. Large holes under the house indicate a burrowing animal had taken up residence.
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Salvaged Materials Report

The following original materials were successfully salvaged to be reused:

• The eaves from the gable ends
• The rafters and joists of the roofs and ceilings
• The interior walls
• The exterior walls
• The entire staircase, including handrails, ballusters and steps
• The interior door and window trim
• Approximately 40% of the tongue-in-groove ceilings (some of the tongues were too brittle)
• The tongue-in-groove fl ooring of the fi rst and second fl oors
• The fl oor joists from the fi rst and second fl oors
• The fi rst fl oor studs that were not damaged by termites
• The fl oor beams that were not damaged by termites
• The front door and transom, balcony door and interior doors
• Hundreds of original nails in sizes ranging from 2” to 4”
• The limestone piers and rock infi ll (to be re-used on site as landscaping/signage elements)

The following materials were not salvaged due to their deteriorated condition:

• The wood siding, which was brittle and easily split when handled.
• The wood window frames, which had been kept in place when the original windows were 

replaced with aluminum windows (presumably in 1966) but which were damaged.
• Hundreds of original nails that bent, broke or were too rusted to remove in one piece.
• The added-on bathroom and its elements, which was not historic but was installed atop the 

original back porch, according to the position of limestone piers.
• The carpet, wall coverings, added-on cabinets and closets, dropped ceillings and non-

original light fi xtures, which were neither reusable or desirable for repurposing.
• The roof decking and shingles, asphalt siding, front porch, porch enclosure and other 

exterior materials that were not part of the original house nor desirable for reuse.
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Standing on the west edge of the foundation looking east into the house mid-salvage. There were several 

layers of wall coverings and in some rooms several layers of fl oor coverings over the wood fl oors, which 

had not all been stained and fi nished. This century-old home was full of the layers of time.


